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SWIMMING WITH HUMPBACK WHALES TRIAL — NINGALOO 
Statement by Minister for Environment 

MS A. SANDERSON (Morley — Minister for Environment) [9.14 am]: I am pleased to update the house on 
the state government’s humpback whale swim tour trial in Ningaloo Marine Park. The population of humpback 
whales that migrate along Western Australia’s coast every year is one of the largest in the world and a wonderful 
natural phenomenon. Humpback whales generally migrate past the Exmouth and Coral Bay coastline between July 
and October. This creates a unique opportunity on the Ningaloo coast to experience a close interaction with these 
magnificent animals on a humpback whale swim tour. 
Humpback whale swim tours have been trialled in Ningaloo Marine Park since 2016 with operators licensed by 
the Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions. Almost 10 000 swimmers have experienced this 
activity since 2016. The operators involved are also licensed to conduct in-water interactions with whale sharks, 
with visitors also getting the chance to spot other marine life including marine turtles, dolphins, dugongs, rays and 
sharks. Over 25 000 visitors have taken the opportunity to swim with whale sharks on the Ningaloo coast this year. 
This successful tourism program has been a DBCA partnership with commercial tour operators. Operators are 
required to adhere to licence conditions that aim to minimise risks to swimmers, while avoiding negative impacts 
on humpback whales. On the basis that the trial demonstrates no evidence of negative impacts on humpback whales, 
nor significant risks to public safety, the state government has plans to transition the tours to a licensed industry 
by 2024, with licences being allocated through a competitive process. 
I was very pleased to see the success and continuation of this trial that showcases the unique opportunities available to 
visitors on the Ningaloo coast. Swimming with these incredible animals is a bucket list experience. In Western Australia, 
the Ningaloo coast is the only place where these tours are offered and undertaken by DBCA-licensed operators 
under safe and environmentally appropriate conditions. Now is the perfect time to “Wander Out Yonder” and support 
tourism businesses affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
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